Oral and maxillofacial surgery--character of the specialty.
Because of its similarities to other disciplines in dentistry and to medicine, the boundaries of oral and maxillofacial surgery are not easily defined. Some of the characteristics of the specialty include depth of the medical and biological knowledge of patients required, competitive selection and extensive training, hospital training and practice, and well articulated standards and support from its professional organization, the American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons.